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lieve, since the Battle of Brandywine. The first, indeed,
we have now little occasion for; few men having more
than one shirt, many only the moiety of one, and some
none at all. In addition to which, as a proof of the lit-
tle benefit received from a clothier-general, and as a
further proof of the inability of an army, under the cir-
cumstances of this, to perform the common duties of
soldiers, (besides a number of men confined to hospitals
for want of shoes, and others in farmers' houses on the
same account,) we have, by a field-return this day made,
no less than two thousand eight hundred and ninety-
eight men now in camp unfit for duty, because they are
barefoot and otherwise naked. By the same return it
appears, that our whole strength in Continental troops,
including the eastern brigades, which have joined us
since the surrender of General Burgoyne, exclusive of the
Maryland troops sent to Wilmington, amounts to no
more than eight thousand two hundred in camp fit for
duty; notwithstanding which, and that since the 4th
instant our numbers fit for duty, from the hardships and
exposures they have undergone, particularly on account
of blankets (numbers having been obliged, and still are,
to sit up all night by fires, instead of taking comfortable-
rest in a natural and common way), have decreased near
two thousand men.

We find gentlemen, without knowing whether the
army was really going into winter-quarters or not (for
I am sure no resolution of mine would warrant the Re-
monstrance), reprobating the measure as much as if
they thought the soldiers were made of stocks or stones
and equally insensible of frost and snow; and moreover,
as if they conceived it easily practicable for an inferior
army, under the disadvantages I have described ours to
be, which are by no means exaggerated, to confine a
superior one, in all respects well-appointed and provided